
Funding Policy 

 
Early Years Funding  
 
Early Years Funding is a national scheme, administered by local authorities, which offers 
funded childcare hours with an Ofsted registered provider. A variety of funded hours are 
available depending on the child’s age and family situation.  Childcare providers can choose 
how to offer the Early Years Funding providing the following parameters are met: 
 

• Funded childcare cannot be  longer than 10 hours in a single day. 
• Funded childcare must be accessed between 6am and 8pm.  

 
How Bluebells offers Early Years Funding 
 

• Bluebells wants  to  make sure that families use their funding to its full potential. 
• Families  are able to maximise their funded childcare by using up to 10 hours of funding 

a day before purchasing additional hours.  
• As an all-year-round childcare provider, we stretch the Early Years Funding across 51 

weeks instead of limiting it to 38 weeks of term time. We may be able to offer term-time-
only funding if preferred but a minimum of  three full day sessions a week is required.  

 
Stretch Effect 
 

• 15 hours of funded childcare over 38 weeks (term-time) equates to 570 annual funded 
hours. 

• 30 hours of funded childcare over 38 weeks (term-time) equates to 1,140 annual funded 
hours.  

• Information on all the Early Years Funding eligibility can be found at 
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

• Individual fee letters will be provided given a clear illustration of how fees are 
calculated. 

 
Split Funding 
 

• Bluebells will apply for 15 hours x 38 weeks of universal funding totalling 570 hours. Any 
hours extra will be purchased at the hourly rate. Please email to discuss further.  

 
Registering for Pre-School  
 

• At Bluebells, we have a limited number of places available. Please apply for your child’s 
Pre-School place the term before they turn three.  A refundable £100 deposit is required 
to secure your days. Places are on a first come, first served basis. 

• If your child attends Pre-School for two days, we will apply a maximum of 570 funded 
hours per annum. 

• If your child attends three days,  we will apply 1140 funded hour per annum. Funding is 
subject to government criteria.  

 
 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


 
 
 
Additional Service Charge  
 

• Early Years Funding is intended to cover the delivery of high-quality childcare. It does 
not cover the cost of meals and snacks, consumables, and additional services. To cover 
the costs not included in the Early Years Funding, we ask for a voluntary Additional 
Service fee for every funded hour booked. Up to date fees and additional service charge 
information can be found on our website (https://bluebellswirral.co.uk/) 

• Bluebells are mindful of the potential impact of the Additional Service fee on parents 
and will consider reducing or waiving the Additional Service charge, allowing parents to 
supply their own consumables. This will be at the discretion of Bluebells on a case-by-
case basis. Please speak to the manager to discuss and we will advise of the current 
sessions available and any wait lists (a maximum of 15 hours is available term-time 
only.)  

• Bluebells do not allow families to being their own food (such as packed lunches) into 
the nursery to avoid allergy, health and safety risks, storage and handling issues.  

 
Parent Declaration Form  
 

• Regulation requires childcare providers to enter into a separate funding agreement with 
parents, called the Parent Declaration Form.  

• Local authorities require parents to enter a Parent Declaration Form covering the Early 
Years Funding. If the local authority Parent Declaration Form is not signed and returned 
to Bluebells, the Early Years Funding cannot be claimed and the full fees (without the 
Early Years Funding applied) will be charged to you.  

• Parents must apply for a positive determination of eligibility from HMRC via Childcare 
Choices, such as a valid eligibility code. This eligibility code must be provided to us 
before the Early Years Funding can be claimed. The parent is responsible for re-
validating the eligibility code every three months when reminded by HMRC. Failure to do 
so may result in the Working Families Funding being withdrawn.  

 
Child Absences 
 

• Wirral Council has its own policy on child absences during Funded Childcare. Bluebells 
must keep the local authorities informed of child absences and the local authority has 
the right to recover funding payments made during periods of absences. Parents are 
responsible for any funding payments reclaimed by the local authority due to a child’s 
absence.   

 
Special Educational Needs and/or Disability (SEND) Funding  
 

• Every local authority has a SEND  inclusion fund to support providers in meeting the 
individual needs of children with SEND. When deciding on the value of SEND funding, 
the local authority musty consider the number of children with SEND in the local area, 
their level of need, and the overall capacity of the local childcare marker to support 
these children. 

• Bluebells will use SEND Funding to support the child with any learning and development 
delay or special educational needs or disability by accessing specialist resources or 
training.  

https://bluebellswirral.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
Disability Access Funding (DAF) 
 

• DAF is available to children in receipt of Disability Living Allowance and Early Years 
Funding. Local authorities are responsible for checking that the DAF eligibility criteria 
are met. If the child changes provider during the year, the DAF will remain with the 
original provider.  

• Bluebells will use any DAF to support making reasonable adjustments or adaptions to 
enable the child to have equal access to the provision in the same way as any other 
child or for resources or training that will benefit the child.  

• Bluebells will liaise with the child’s parents and engage with any relevant professionals 
to ensure that DAF is spent appropriately. 

 
Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) 
 

• EYPP is additional funding that Bluebells can claim to help improve outcomes for 
eligible  children. The local authority pays the EYPP directly to the provider.  

• EYPP is available to support children whose parents meet the eligibility criteria and are 
in receipt of Early Years Funding. Loal authorities are responsible for checking the EYPP 
eligibility criteria are met.  

• Eligibility criteria can be found  at https://www.gov.uk/get-extra-early-years-funding 
• Bluebells will use EYPP funding to support positive impacts on the child’s development. 

https://www.gov.uk/get-extra-early-years-funding

